DISEASE   AND   ART

firmity, the artist had no choice. He was forced to picture the per-
son in his diseased condition. Thus we possess a large number of
portraits.representing a great variety of ailments. The Egyptian
Chnoum-hotep who around 2700 B. c. was in charge of the Royal
Wardrobe, was a dwarf and his portrait statuette in the Museum
of Cairo shows unmistakably that his condition was the result of
achondroplasia, a disturbance in the development of the cartilage.
The funeral stele of the priest Ruma who lived at the time of the
18th dynasty shows a highly atrophied right leg. Such atrophies
frequently occur in the course of poliomyelitis but may also be
due to other diseases of the nervous system. One has to be very
cautious in diagnosing a disease from a work of art. The artist
may have pictured his subject very realistically, yet unless the
visible symptoms are quite characteristic, it is impossible to make
more than a tentative diagnosis. A diagnosis is highly desirable,
however, particularly in the case of early historical works of art
of a period when literary medical documents are scanty. A pic-
ture or statue may then be the only evidence of the incidence of a
certain disease. Thus we have no descriptions of tuberculosis from
ancient Egypt but we know with certainty that the disease oc-
curred. We have a funeral statuette representing a highly emaci-
ated man with a hunchback who in all probability suffered from
Pott's disease, a form of tuberculosis.2 But in that case we have
more: we have several Egyptian mummies showing the same
condition,3 and the microscopic examination of one of them even
revealed traces of an abscess along the spinal column which makes
the diagnosis certain.

The portrait painter, of course, does not emphasize his model's
infirmities, but when they affect the face, he cannot avoid them,
Lucas of Leyden in painting Ferdinand of Spain, gave a splendid
illustration of what adenoids do to a man's looks. Affections of the
nose such as rhinophyma and rhinoscleroma have been repre-
sented very graphically by various Dutch painters of the 17th cen-

197